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COMPULSORY MILITARY TRAINING FOR ALL AMERICAN BOYS AN ACUTE ISSUE 


litary and "The most extensive and ag-— 

gion Press gressive campaign in all Legion 
r Adoption history," according to the na- 
UMT tional legislative director ,Mr. 


John Thomas Taylor, was launched 
cember 1 by the American Legion in a"smash- 
g "do or die" crusade. to secure enactment 
universal military training by the present 
mgress." 


This announcement in the press of Nov. 23 
rried an "action calendar" for every Legion 
pst across the nation to secure millions of 
gnatures on petitions to congress to pass 
R 4278, the Towe Bill for UMT,to call on all 

congressmen during the holidays, to ask 
pvernors and mayors to declare January 6 to 
Pp National Universal Military Training Week, 
5 organize mass meetings, parades, demonstra-— 
ons, press and radio appeals, and to create 
barrage of letters,telegrams and other mes— 
ges to members of congress. 


The campaign, it was said, would be close- 
7 coordinated with that of the "Citizens! 
tional Security Committee," which was or- 
anized as a pressure group in response to 
Pforts of the War Department, recently re- 
ganized as the National Defense Establish— 
ent. 


my Continues Also the re-orgarnized War 
-opaganda in Department, especially the 
iolation of Department of the Army, con- 
tinues to bring strong pres- 


ederal Law 
y sure upon congress, the pub- 
ic, the press, and business interests to 
ecure enactment of this bill. It thus con- 
inues to ignore the censure passed upon its 
ropaganda activities by the House Committee 
1 Expenditures in the Executive Branch, that 
ited it to the President and the Department 
f Justice a8 illegally and improperly using 
ederal funds to influence legislation in its 
wn favor. 


- Qne recent instance of such illegal action 
ag a meeting in the Pentagon Building of re- 
resentatives of 35 women's organizations, as 
wests of the Army for an all-day session at 
hich seven high-ranking officers lectured to 
hem on how to help the Army obtain passage 

f this Pentagon-sponsored legislation. 


Another instance of similar actions seems 


,to have been the meeting in Omaha, Nebraska, 


December 11, where the Army called together 
some 600 business men, industrialists, and 
other community leaders of the mid—West, for 
an "off the record" meeting. What was dis— 
cussed was not made public, but the correspon- 
dent of the New York Times who reported the 
incident, stated that "it was apparent from 
the comments of the Army leaders... that they 
wanted to avoid any charge of war-mongering." 
At least two other meetings of this nature 
have recently been held, one in Seattle and 
one in Chicago. 


Army Attempts The editors of Harpers Maga— 
to Silence Op- zine, introducing the leading 


position article in the December issue, 
"The Military Move In," by the 
former naval officer and present military ana-— 
lyst of the New York Times, Hanson Baldwin, 
cite two occasions when the Army attempted to 
control their editorial policy to prevent cri- 
ticism of Army policy. The editors correctly 
describe the article itself as "a dispassion- 
ate analysis of the extent to which the Ameri- 
can tradition of civilian control has been sub- 
verted in our domestic and foreign affairs," 
and which directs attention to "the increasing 
use of propaganda and censorship" by the Army. 


One of the few large daily newspapers that 
continue to oppose UMT recently revealed in 
private correspondence that a high-ranking of- 
ficer of the army had called upon the editors 
to attempt to effect a change in policy with 
respect to this issue. 


The almost unanimous support 
of UMI by the press must be 
weighed against such facts as 
these. In this light must be 
considered the announcement of the Saturday 
Evening Post recently that its pages are not 
open for articles in opposition to the Army 
program for UMT. 


Nation's Press 


Falls Generally 
into Line 


An analysis of the news and editorial con- 
tent of three of the major dailies in relation 
to UMT for September and October, 1947,mady by 
Conscription News, shows a high degree of sup- 
pression of news concerning news-worthy events 
and announcements opposing this legislation as 
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well as a heavy over-playing of news favorable 
to it. The ratio of news stories in the New 
York Times was 4 to 1 in favor of UMT; that of 
the New York World Telegram was 17 to 2; and 
that of the New York Journal American was 57 
to 1. During this period numerous prominent 
organizations and distinguished persons made 
significant statements in opposition. These 
were consistently ignored or buried in obscure 
locations. 


The vast majority of news stories report- 
ing support for UMT are news releases pre- 
pared in the Pentagon and deal with speeches 
of military officers or representatives of 
veterans! organizations in advocacy of this 
legislation. 


In contrast with the pres- 


Compulsory Mili- sure by the military and 
organized veterans, a re- 


tary Training 
markable unity of opposi- 


tion to conscription for military training is 
shown by the churches. Some 35 national bo— 
dies have made pronouncements against UMT: in 
the three years it has been an issue. Many — 
have repeatedly done so, including the Inter— 
national Convention of Disciples. More than 
75 state and regional bodies have likewise | 
expressed opposition, among these being some | 
of the state conventions of Christian church- 
es. The same unanimity has been shown by or-) 
ganized education, labor and farm groups in | 
opposing this departure from American policy. | 


Churches Oppose 


THE SITUATION IN CONGRESS 


THE TOWE BILL was reported favorably but 
of the House Committee on Military Affairs. 
on July 26, by a vote of 20 to O in a com- 
mittee of 36 members. The opponents refrain- 
ed from voting in protest against the methods 
that had been pursued in the committee, par-— 

tievlarly that it was never read in the full 
committee and was not read for amendments in 
the sub-committee where it was supposed to be 
given careful study. 


The Rules Committee of the House now has 
the disposition of the bill, and it can send 
it baek to the original committee, or give it 
a place on the House calendar for debate and 
vote, or let the bill die without action. 


Somes members of the Committee on Military 
Affairs think the bill is badly drawn and de- 
sire that it be returned to the committee, but 
this will be done only if public expression 
for this move is strong and immediate. 


The sentiment of members of the House now 
seems to be about evenly divided between sup- 
port of the measure, opposition to it, and 
indecision or unwillingness to take a position 
at present. The fate of the proposal will be 
largely determined by the third group. 


The senate will probably take up the mea-— 
sure in February, the Committee on Armed Ser-— 
vices having indicated intention to conduct 
public hearings on the bill. The action of 
this committee will determine whether it will 
go to the senate for debate and vote. 


In brief, the issue will be settled in con- 
gress in the near future, and the minds of 
those who will settle it are now being decided 
largely by the expressions they receive from 
their constituents. 


WHAT THE TOWE BILL WOULD DO 


HR 4278 would compel every boy in the Na- 
tion to take a minimum of one year of mili- 
tary training between the ages of 17 and 20. 
All would take 6 months in the special tr&in-. 
ing. corps to be set up and would then have 
ten options, one of which would be to remain 
in the training corps for 6 more months. The 
other 9 require enlistment in one of the re- 
gular armed services or in a reserve corps 
"for such a period as the President may pre- — 
scribe," or entrance into further training 
designed to lead either to active service or 
enlistment in the reserves. 


No exemption would be granted to any one, 
not even the physically or mentally incompe- | 
tent not to religious objectors. For these 
special training programs would be set up, for 
the former under military direction and for 
the latter under civilian direction. 


From the ages of 18 to 24 the government 
would keep constant check upon the movements 
ef every male citizen of the United States 
through the registration system to be set up. 


Trainees would revert to the status of ci- 
vilians after their year in the training pro- 
gram. Whether during or after training they 
can be called to active duty only by congres— 
Sional enactment of a national selective ser-| 
vice act, which presumably would send many of 
them into other activities than military in 
event of war. Before they could be called to 
active duty either congress or the President | 
must declare a national emergence. It would — 
take some time thus for any of the trainees : 
to become available for actual service and 
many of them probably never would so be used 
in the event of war. But in a few decades 
every minister, educator, legislator, writer 
will have undergone a period of training in 
the hands of the military. 


IN REPORTING THE TOWE BILL favorably, the 
| sé Committee confessed that it was "deeply 
mscious of the departure from traditional 

licy implied in this legislation," but de- 

Inded it solely on the grounds of "military 
| essity." It repudiated completely the al- 
iged benefits to health, education, diseip-— 


me, and morals claimed by many advocates. 


The President's Commission on Universal 
eaining, apparently appointed for the pur— 
se, stated the case officially for the Ad- 
mistration and the Army. The argument is 
ised on two premises: 1) The future war will 
me with sudden and devastating attack on 
erica with atomic and other technological 
fapons that will leave the country in ruins. 
] That war can be prevented only if we main- 
in a military establishment able to resist 
ecessfully any nation or combination of na-— 
ons. 


In that military establishment UMT is on- 
one of six necessary factors. "It has nei~ 
er purpose nor effect," the Commission says, 
cept in relation to the other five. UMT is 
be judged, then, together with the entire 
litarization program. This program follows: 
1) "A strong, healthy,educated population, 
healthy economy with full production with-— 
t economic crises, and a restoration of eco- 
mic health throughout the world. 

- This is obviously the first line of hope— 
fwl defense strategy. But it is completely 
incompatible with the rest of the proposed 
program: a) Qn Nov. 2,1946 the Director of 
the. Budget stated to the Senate Committee 
on Education that funds for education would 
compete with military appropriations and im- 
plied that the latter should have priority. 
b) Mariner Eccles, Chairman of the Federal 
Reserve Board, on Sept. 26 warned that "eco-— 
nomic collapse" is imminent if inflation 
continues and that "military expenditures," 
comprising the largest single item in the 
budget...are one of the most important fac-— 
tors contributing to inflation."c) Whether 
America can spend the 15 to 20 billions of 
dollars needed for economic rehabilitation 
of Europe without wrecking the economy at 
home is being questioned by many. Yet this 
4s less than the UMT program would require 
din the same period, particularly if loss of 
production by trainees is considered. 

2) A "centralized intelligence service," 
lich, among other things, would warn us of 

y threatened attack and give time to ready 
ir defenses. 

But the strongest plea for UMT is made on 
the ground that future war will come without 
warning giving us no time to prepare. More~ 
over Russia, against which the whole effort 
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WHAT DO THE ADVOCATES SAY IN SUPPORT OF UMT? 


is aimed, could not make such an attack in 
any near future. The Soviet together with 
all tke nations in her orbit is produeing 
only 15% of the industrial out—put of which 
the western nations are producing 85%. And 
E.C.Ropes, for many years a leading author— 
ity on Russian economic affairs in the Com- 
merce Department and just returned from an 
official mission for the government, asserts 
that it would take Russia 25 years to get 
ready for an aggressive war. 

3) Scientific research and development. ‘The 
Report states that one obstacle to such devel-— 
opment is the diversion of students to mili- 
tary service during the war. 

The UMT proposal would so divert annually 
about a million potential scientists. This 
is one reason why so many scientists, anx-— 
ious for technological development, oppose 
UMT. And the fact that the entire "defense" 
program would keep edueation subjeeted main— 
ly to military purposes is another reason 
why organized education is almost solidly 
against UMT. wai 


4) Inudstiral mobilization and stockpiling 

to maintain our entire industrial plan in in- 
stant readiness for total war. This would re- 
quire large and continuous federal subsidies 
to private industry for re-building and dis-— 
persing factories, for re—designing and re—- | 
tooling plants, many of which would be dis- 
carded as obsolete even before producing any 
weapons. Many of these would be underground, 
shielded by huge slabs of lead, concrete, or © 
some such material. 

"It is perfectly apparent," the Commission 
admits,"that the over—all cost of an ade— 
quate program is staggering." It is also 
apparent enough why the campaign for UMT 
has been vigorously promoted for the last 
three years or more by a "Citizens! Com— 
mittee" with offices in Wall Street. 


5) The regular armed services under unifi- 

ed command. To the present authorized Army, 
Navy, and Air Forces of about 1,700,000 UMT 
would add some 200,000 to conduct the program. 
To the present military budget of some 10 and 
one-half billions would be added another 3 to 
5 billions, without including the proposed 
industrialization program. (The Commission 
estimated the cost at $1,'750,000,000 but omit- 
ted numerous items. The figure here used is 
that of Hanson Baldwin.) 

We would then be spending four times as 
much each day for military preparation as 
we spend each year on the United Nations. 

WITH ALL THIS, even if it should prevent 
attack, the fundamentel question remains a8 
to whether America would not thus forfeit 
the freedom and peace she seeks to maintain. 
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WHAT SOME OTHERS SAY ABOUT COMPULSORY MILITARY TRAINING 


GEN. LESLIE.J. McNAIR:"Our soldiers must 
have the fighting spirit. If you call that 
hating our enemies, then we must hate with ev- 
ery fibre of our being. We must lust for bat- 
tle. Our object in life must be to kill; we 
must scheme and plan night and day to kill. 
You must become tougher and tougher. You must 
hate mere and more. It is the avowed purpose 
of the army to make killers of all of you." 
New York Times, July 28, 1944 


REPRESENTATIVE ALBERT J. ENGLE: "The War 
Department's lobby is downright vicious. It 
ranks with the worst I have ever seen here. If 
a private corporation resorted to some of the 
practices that seem to standard on the part of 
generals in meddling and interfering with con- 
gressional business, the executives of that 
corporation would be thrown into jail." 

Collier's, September 6,1947.p.13 


DR.A.ALLAN BATES, former secret operative 
for the US Army in Germany: "I have observed 
military training in some twenty or twenty- 
five countries. I can tell you that the ver- 
dict of history is going to hold in deadly re- 
sponsibility those who bring this horrible 
cancer on the United States of America, the 
last great nation where men are still free." 

Subcommittee Hearings on UMT,July 14, 
1947 


BRIG. GEN. H.C.HOLDRIDGE: "The pattern of 
militarism is already revealing itself in the 
United States. The situation dreaded by our 
founding fathers - military domination of the 
civilian population - is rapidly developing. 
We are being sold a bill of goods of 'nation- 
al security' by our armed forces. When deliv-— 
ery is made and we open the package we shall 
not find security but militarism." 

The Christian Century, March 19,1947 


~ pout the development of well-balanced, disci- 


PHILADELPHIA SYNOD, Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church, Committee on Social Action: 
"Because it is a denial of the Christian faith 
(affirms) its unequivocal opposition to the e 
actment of military peacetime conscription. 
Such action can easily result in the militari 
zation of our democracy and tend to lead us 
into future wars." May 23, 1945 


; 


1 


DENVER, (Colorado) COUNCIL OF CHURCHES: 
"We condemn the proposal that all young men 
should be forced to undergo a year of milita 
training and indoctrination isolated from nor-— 
mal life. This is contrary to all we know a— 


plined learning and character." Dec. 3, 1945. 


GREATER PATTERSON (N.J.) COUNCIL OF CHURCH. 
ES: We register our opposition... to the pro-—_ 
posal of Universal Military Training in peace 
time...We believe such a program to be con-— 
trary not only to our profession of interna— 
tional cooperation, but a betrayal of our Ame 
ican democratic way of life and a threat to 
the moral and spiritual life of our youth." 

March, 1947 


UNITED CHRISTIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT: "We are 
conscious of the dangers to democracy involy— 
ed in the increasing militarization the war 
has brought to American society and governmen 
and feel that a military training program wo 
increase these dangers to an alarming extent. 

June 24, 1946 


METHODIST CHURCH BOARD OF EDUCATION: "The 
assembly of vast numbers of young men under ~ 
military direction is historically incident 
with lowered moral standards and an increase 
in veneral diseases." ; 

February 27, 1947 | 


WHAT YOU CAN DO TO PREVENT ADOPTION OF UMT 


I. THIS MEASURE WILL BE ACTED ON BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE. 


No opposition to UMT is of any 


value except as it is registered, directly or indirectly, in effective expression to those 


who sit in these bodies. 


II. THE REPUBLICAN LEADERS IN BOTH HOUSE AND SENATE HAVE SPECIAL POWER. 
Robert A. Taft, Senate Office Building, and Representative Joseph W. Martin, 


Office Building. 


III. YOUR OWN LETTERS AND TELEGRAMS WILL NOT BE SUFFICIENT. 


Write both your senators and your congressman! 


Write Senator 
Jr., House 


Your letter should be brief and should state clearly your opposition to UMT., 


Write the Peoples! Colum in | 


your daily newspaper expressing your opinions; talk with i 
your neighbors and friends and in- 
duce them to join you in letting congress know that Christian America has no place for UMT | 
&, } 
| 


WRITE YOUR CONGRESSMAN IN WASHINGTON TODAY OR YOU WILL WRITE YOUR BOY IN A MILITARY CAMP 
TOMORROW! 


